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James Monroe inher i ted  Oak H i l l  from h i s  uncle, Judge Joseph Jones of 
Fredericksburg, i n  1808. He l ived i n  the  wooden frame clapboard building. 
known today a s  t h e  Monroe Cottage, u n t i l  the  mansion of Oak H i l l  was 
erected.  This was accomplished only i n  1820, a f t e r  he had become the  
f i f t h  President.  Thomas Jefferson,  h i s  c lose  f r iend ,  may well  have drawn 
the  plans f o r  Oak H i l l ;  the  construction was supervised by James Hoban, 
designer and bui lder  of the  White House. Monroe l e f t  Oak H i l l  i n  1830 t o  
jo in  h i s  daughter i n  New York. 

Q A1t.r.d U n o l a n d  

The Monroe family continued t o  own and farm t h e  property a f t e r  h i s  death. 
I n  1852, it was sold t o  Col. John Fairfax, i n  whose family it remained 
u n t i l  1920. In  1923 Frank L i t t l e t o n  enlarged t h e  wings of t h e  mansion. 
and made severa l  other  more minor changes. The Oak H i l l  property is  now 
owned by Joseph Pendergast, who purchased i t , i n  1948 and continues t o  
operate  it a s  a working modern farm. 

Marad hJ Original S i h  

The Oak H i l l  mansion i s  the  most prominent of a whole complex of buildings 
many of which da te  back t o  Monroe's occupancy. It i s  a red brick,  two- 
s to ry  a t t i c  and basement s t ruc ture .  It was b u i l t  between 1820 and 1823. 
and represents  t h e  highest development i n  c l a s s i c a l  Southern archi tec ture .  
It stands a t  t h e  head of a long avenue of t r ees .  A main block with gabled 
roof is extended l a t e r a l l y  by flat-roofed wings with gabled half-s tor ies  
along t h e i r  centers .  The wings terminate i n  mall port icoes,  and a huge 
Roman Doric port ico on a high foundation overlooks t h e  garden and r o l l i n g  
country southward to  the  Bull Run Mountains. The simple i n t e r i o r ,  which 
t h e  Pendergasts have made considerable e f f o r t  t o  r e s to re ,  is  ornamented 
by two handsome marble mantels sent  by LaFayette from Europe. Other 
bui ldings a t  Oak H i l l  include: Monroe Cottage, b u i l t  around 1808 with wood 
frame and clapboard exter ior .  It contains a l a rge  c e n t r a l  s tone chimney 
with a basement on grade i n  the  rear ;  a S- b u i l t  a t  about the 
same t i m e .  It runs on gravi ta t ional  power and i s  s t i l l  i n  working order; 
a Meat House, b u i l t  around 1820 with thick,  white s tone walls  and graded 
basement; a Eorse Barn, b u i l t  i n  t h e  18201s, and a Blacksmith Shop, a simp] 
shed which may go back t o  Monroe's occupancy. 

DcScaleE THE PRESENT A N D  O R I G I N A L  (If h0-J P H Y S I C A L  A P P E I R A H C E  I 

BOUNDARIES: Oak H i l l  i n  1808 did not have the  exact same boundaries a s  i t  
does today. The o r ig ina l  l i n e s  a r e  unavailable,  so t h a t  those f o r  the  
present Oak H i l l  must necessari ly  be used instead,  a s  a close approximation: 
A s  shown by t h e  red l i n e  on the  accompanying a e r i a l  photographic p r i n t  A. 
l abe l led  "Map oflOak H i l l ' ,  Aldie Virginia," from t h e  outside curb of the'  ' 

junction of Routes 50 and 15, proceed north along Route 15 about 20,600 ' 

f e e t  t o  the  junction of Routes 15 and 612; thence west along Route 612 fo r  
about 2,700 f e e t ;  continue along Route 612 f o r  about 14,500 f e e t  southwest 
t o  the  junction of Routes 612 and 50; proceed e a s t  about 4,300 f e e t  to  
t h e  point  of beginning. 



he was elected governor of Virginia three  times, serving from 1799 u n t i l  1802. 
I n  1803 he was on hand i n  France to  sign the  Louisiana Purchase, though the 
dea l  had been a l l  but completed before he got there.  A subsequent attempt to  
ex t rac t  a t r ea ty  from England securing the cessat ion of impressments resulted 
i n  an agreement so unfavorable t h a t  Jefferson,  now President ,  never submitted 
it t o  the  Senate. I n  1808 Monroe, much aggrieved, r an  an undeclared campaign 
f o r  President.  He f a i l e d  to  win a s ingle  e l ec to ra l  vote,  receiving i n  Virgini 
hardly a f i f t h  the  popular t o t a l  of Madison. 
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In  January 1811, Monroe again became Governor of Virginia .  In  the  meantime, 
f ac t iona l  p o l i t i c s  had forced Madison t o  remodel h i s  administrat ion.  Monroe 
had inf luence i n  Virginia which was badly needed. I n  March 1811, Monroe 
accepted t h e  post of Secretary of S ta te .  H i s  e f f o r t s  a t  reconci l ia t ion  with 
England were a f a i l u r e .  I n  June 1812, Congress declared war on Great Britain. 
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Throughout the  war Monroe had strong pres ident ia l  ambitions. He sought a t  
v a r i o u s ' a t o  secure mi l i ta ry  command, and was intensely jealous of John 
Armstrong, who, i n  1813, became Secretary of War. Monroe succeeded him follow- 
ing a m i l i t a r y  defeat  i n  August, 1814. Victories  a t  Plat tsburg and New Orlean.; 
i n  1815 did much t o  enhance h i s  pres t ige .  The following year ,  with administra- 
t i o n  support,  he narrowly won the caucus vote  f o r  pres ident ia l  nominee. The 
general e l ec t ion  was much eas ier ;  he defeated the  Federa l i s t  candidate with 
183 e l ec to ra l  votes  t o  34. In  1820 he was ree lec ted ,  receiving every electors. 
vote  but one. The chief events of h i s  calm and prosperous administration, 
which has been cal led "the era of good feel ing",  were the  Seminole War (1817- 
18); the  acquis i t ion  of the  Floridas from Spain (1819-21); the  Missouri 
Compromise (1820), by which t h e  f i r s t  open conf l i c t  over s lavery was success- 
f u l l y  patched over; the  veto of the  Cumberland Road b i l l  (1822), which denied 
a f ede ra l  r i g h t  of j u r i sd i c t ion  and construction, but declared an unlimited 
power to  r a i s e  money; recognition of the  new Latin American Sta tes ,  former 
Spanish colonies,  i n  Central and South America (1822); and--most s igni f icant  
to  subsequent world history--the enunciation of what came to  be known a s  the 
Monroe Doctrine on December 3, 1823. 

](Nmb"g"M"'e*' #7 Statement of Significance Page 112 
I 

The pr inc ip les  contained i n  t h i s  message were threefo1d:no fur ther  colonizatio 
by Europe i n  the  new world, abstention of the United S ta t e s  from the p o l i t i c a l  
a f f a i r s  of Europe, and noninterference of European nat ions i n  the governmental 
a f f a i r s  of t hewes te rn  hemisphere. This doctr ine has represented a major 
trend i n  American p o l i t i c a l  thought ever s ince.  I ( Monroe.died i n  New York City,  July 4 ,  1831. I 
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Oak H i l l  was a residence of James Monroe f o r  22 years ,  and h i s  only home 
f o r  three ,  1827-1830. The mansion here w a s  b u i l t  a t  t h e  height of-Monroe' 
prominence. The Monroe Doctrine was issued during h i s  last term i n  the 
White House, while Monroe was maintaining h i s  home a t  Oak H i l l .  1 
HISTORY: Monroe inher i ted  the  Oak H i l l  property from h i s  uncle,  Joseph 
Jones, i n  1808. About 1814 f inanc ia l  hardship r e su l t ing  from h i s  public 
serv ice  caused Monroe t o  place both Oak H i l l  and h i s  Albemarle County 
t r a c t  on the  market, h i s  i n t en t  being t o  dispose of t h e  one f o r  which 
he f i r s t  found a buyer. By 1818 he had b u i l t  a small house a t  Oak H i l l  
and was spending a p a r t  of h i s  time there.  Increasing amounts of l e i su re  
time were spent there  following construct ion of the  Oak H i l l  mansion. 
With t h e  f i n a l  s a l e  of h i s  Albemarle holdings i n  1827, Oak H i l l  became 
Monroe's only home. He remained the re  u n t i l  late i n  1830, when he moved 
t o  New York t o  l i v e  with h i s  daughter, following t h e  death of h i s  wife. 

BIOGRAPHY: James Monroe (1758-1831). f i f t h  president  of t h e  United States 
was born i n  Westmoreland County. Virginia.  A t  t h e  age of s ix teen  he 
entered t h e  College of W i l l i a m  and Mary, but i n  1776 l e f t  t o  f i g h t  i n  
t h e  American Revolution. He fought with Washington's army i n  New York. 
New Jersey and Pennsylvania, and was wounded a t  t h e  b a t t l e  of Trenton. In 
1780 he began t o  study law under Thomas Jefferson,  then governor of 
Virginia .  Their f r iendship was a grea t  a id  t o  Monroe throughout h i s  
p o l i t i c a l  career .  

I n  1782 he was elected t o  the  Virginia house of delegates ,  and though only 
24 years  of age, w a s  chosen a member of t h e  governor's council. He served 
i n  t h e  Congress under the  Ar t ic les  of Confederation fo r  three  years before 
r e t i r i n g  t o  a law p rac t i ce  i n  Fredericksburg. I n  1788 he was again a 
Virginia delegate,  opposing the  r a t i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  new cons t i tu t ion  on 
t h e  bas is  of h i s  strong preference f o r  decentralized government and h is  
own strong sec t iona l  feel ings.  He accepted t h e  r e s u l t  graciously however, 
and r an  aga ins t  James Madison f o r  a s ea t  i n  the  F i r s t  Congress. In  t h i s  
e l ec t ion  he was beaten badly, but i n  1790 he was appointed t o  f i l l  a 
vacancy i n  the  Senate. 

In.1794, Monroe was appointed minister  t o  France by President Washington. 
It was hoped t h a t  h i s  well-known French sympathies would win him a favor- 
ab le  reception, but he used i t  to  in t r igue  aga ins t  t h e  administration's 
French po l i c i e s  and was reca l led  i n  1796. Gaining much sympathy a t  home, 
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Adams, Henry, His to ry  of t h e  United S t a t e s  (1889-91) 
Bemis, Flagg,  John Quincy Adams and t h e  Union (1956) 
Brown, S t u a r t  Gerry,  and Donald G. Baker (eds . ) ,  The A u t o b i o g r a ~ h y  of James 

Monroe (1959) 
Cresson, Will iam Penn, James Monroe (1946) 
Styron. Ar thur ,  The L a s t  of  t h e  Cocked Hats: James Monroe and t h e  V i r g i n i a  

Dvnastv (1945) 
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